
CIVIL RIGHTS EIGHTH GRADE LESSON PLAN 

TITLE: ROAD TRIP THROUGH HISTORY 

GRADE LEVEL: Eighth Grade 

This activity encourages students to compare and contrast Georgia’s responses and 

role in the Civil Rights Movement to other states mentioned in the Veterans & 

Visionaries Quiet Activism exhibit.  

STANDARDS 
SS8H11. Evaluate the role of Georgia in the modern Civil Rights Movement 
This includes Georgia’s response to Brown v Board of Education, the 1956 Georgia 

flag, and the Sibley Commission. It also includes major leaders and organizations such 

as Martin Luther King Jr, John Lewis, SNCC, SCLC, and key events such as the Albany 

Movement and the March on Washington. Finally, this includes resistance to the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, the political rise of Lester Maddox, and the changing political climate 

in Georgia. 
  
LEARNING GOALS 
Students will evaluate how conflict and resistance shaped Georgia’s Civil Rights history. 

Students will analyze how Georgia’s leaders shaped national Civil Rights events. 

Students will evaluate how federal action (Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act) 

reshaped Georgia politics. 

Students will describe the long-term impact of resistance and compliance on Georgia. 

MATERIALS 

Veterans & Visionaries Quiet Activism exhibit 

Veterans & Visionaries tablet OR QR code 

Road Trip Through History Worksheet 

WARM UP 

Suggested Introduction: Welcome to the Veterans & Visionaries Exhibit, students! This 

exhibit shares the stories of men who served in World War II and took part in the Civil 

Rights Movement. These men are buried in veterans’ memorial cemeteries in Georgia. 

We will use their stories to help us understand what we have been learning about in 

class.  

EXHIBIT INTRODUCTION 



Suggested Introduction: This panel tells us how and why this exhibit was created. It also 

has nine very important names – these are the men who served in World War II, took 

part in the Civil Rights Movement, and are buried in the memorial cemeteries. Their 

families told the researchers their life stories to help make this exhibit. Although the 

Veterans are all buried in Georgia, their lives took them to many different places 

throughout the United States and throughout the world.  

In class, we have learned about important events, people, and themes in Georgia 

during the Civil Rights Movement. (answers for teachers to emphasize are in blue text).  

What important people and events do you remember from our class discussion on 

Georgia’s Civil Rights history?  

Georgia’s response to Brown v Board of Education: Georgia initially refused to comply 

with and delayed integrating schools. The Confederate emblem on the 1956 Georgia 

Flag symbolized resistance to integration. The Sibley Commission determined how 

Georgia should respond to federal mandates for integration and limited massive 

resistance but still delayed integration.  

Georgia played an important role in the Civil Rights Movement through leaders like 

Martin Luther King Jr. and John Lewis, as well as groups like the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference and Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, which led 

protests and worked for equal rights. Key events such as the Albany Movement and 

Georgia’s involvement in the March on Washington helped bring national attention and 

push for civil rights across the country. 

Georgia resisted the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by trying to delay or avoid following the 

law, especially in schools and public places. State and local leaders used court 

challenges and local rules to slow down desegregation and limit changes. 

Lester Maddox was a Georgia governor (1967–1971) who strongly opposed civil rights 

and refused to serve Black customers at his restaurant, even closing it instead. As 

governor, he tried to slow down integration, but he also made some appointments of 

African Americans to state jobs, showing a mixed and controversial role in Georgia’s 

civil rights history. 

What “big picture” are these people and events painting for Georgia’s civil rights 

history?  

Opposition to federal changes; conflicted opinions on civil rights; leadership in 

nonviolent protest  

Now that we’ve discussed moments in Georgia’s Civil Rights history, you will go through 

all of the panels of the Exhibit. As you read the Veterans’ story, I want you to keep an 

eye out for when other states are mentioned. Sometimes, they may be a little difficult to 



find. The cities and states could be in the main text or in the captions of photos. Look for 

the states mentioned on your Road Trip Through History Worksheet and find them 

throughout the exhibit.  

Suggested Action: Give students time to review all panels of the museum exhibit and 

complete their worksheet. Debrief as a class and discuss what they found in the 

conclusion section below.  

EXHIBIT CONCLUSION 

Suggested Introduction: In what panels did you find the following states mentioned? 

What did the story tell you about if the state could be similar to or different from Georgia 

in their role in the Civil Rights Movement? (Suggested content for the teacher to 

emphasize is blue).  

Alabama?  

Tuskegee, Alabama was mentioned on Required to Register panel (Tuskegee Airmen) 

and the GI Bill Panel (Tuskegee Institute). These are similar to some themes in Georgia 

(like the idea of segregated versus integrated spaces and educational opportunities (like 

Morehouse College in Georgia).  

Mississippi?  

Biloxi, Mississippi was mentioned on the Fighting Without Freedom panel (Unis 

Vinson’s training base). The story of the threat of violence is similar to Johnny Veal’s 

experience in Gordon, GA (mentioned on the Coming Home panel).  

North Carolina? 

North Carolina is mentioned on the Before the War panel (in the image caption), in 

Opening panel and the Required to Register panel (when segregated training at 

Montford Point is mentioned), and in the Enduring Faith and Community Service (where 

William Vinson became head deacon and pastor at a church). The theme of segregated 

service was consistent throughout the nation at the time.  

Oklahoma?  

Tulsa, Oklahoma was mentioned in the Before the War panel. The panel mentions 

Black Wall Street, a successful African American business district in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

The panel also mentions the Tulsa Race Massacre, a violent attack that destroyed 

homes and businesses on Black Wall Street and killed many people. The themes of 

segregated spaces and violence are similar to themes in Georgia history and to other 

states mentioned in the exhibit.  

California?  



California is mentioned in the Coming Home and Enduring Faith and Community 

Service panels. Theodore Christmas lived in California after the war. His daughter 

mentioned that public spaces were not segregated in California, but when they traveled 

back to Alabama, she would have to use segregated restrooms. We know from Georgia 

history that public spaces remained segregated at the time, so this information from 

residents of California shows us that there were some differences between states in 

policies about segregation.  

Washington, DC? 

Washington, DC is mentioned in the Before the War, Voting for the Future, and 

Enduring Faith and Community Service panels (all in image captions). These images 

focus on the importance of education, voting rights, and community involvement, which 

matches other themes from throughout the exhibit.  

Across our “road trip” we’ve seen that there were some similarities and some 

differences between individuals living in different states during this time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this time, what kinds of things did the Veterans do to help themselves, their 

families, or their communities? They performed their jobs (like brickwork), they 

consistently voted and helped other people to vote, they drove people who boycotted 

the segregated bus system (called a Freedom Fighter), helped other people (like the 

Black Panther Breakfast Program), they served in their communities (like in churches).  

Thinking of current times, what kinds of things do you think you could do to help 

yourself, your family, or your community? Any positive response could be emphasized, 

but things like hard work, education, community service, and building positive family 

relationships, connect to the themes of the Exhibit.  

CONCLUSION 

Suggested Introduction: This is the end of the exhibit. The people who made this exhibit 

want to understand what we know about this subject now that we have seen the entire 



exhibit. They also want to know if we liked the exhibit, so we will take a quick survey as 

a group before we leave.  

Suggested Action: The teacher should access the post-exhibit survey on their device 

(using the QR Code) or the Veterans & Visionaries tablet. They should complete the 

survey on behalf of the group (i.e., ask the group each question and select the most 

popular answer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


