
I helped my community
through my civilian, or non-
military, job. I worked as a

construction and brick worker.
Family and faith were very

important to me.  

When my community
boycotted, or chose not to use
segregated buses, I served as

a “Freedom Fighter.” This
means that I drove people to
work, church, or other places,

so that they did not have to use
the segregated buses.  

I was drafted into the Navy
and survived the attack on
Pearl Harbor. I used the GI

Bill and graduated from
Tuskegee University. This

helped me have a successful
career with the Department of

Defense.  

I served 20 years in the Navy
and Air Force Reserves. I

settled in California after the
war. When I came back to

Alabama years later, I had to
explain to my daughter that

bathrooms were still
segregated there.  

I used the GI Bill and graduated
from Morehouse College, alongside
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. I always
wanted to “help the powerless.” I
worked with the Black Panthers’

Breakfast Program, and I created a
community program to help people

get jobs.  

I had to leave school in the 8th
grade to help my family during the

Great Depression. I’m lucky my
mom still taught me to read and

write at home! While I was stationed
in Japan, my fellow White American
soldiers told the locals that all Black

soldiers had tails.  

My grandfather had to leave town
after he got into an argument with a
White man. After the War, the Klu

Klux Klan marched through my part
of town every Friday night and

burned a cross to intimidate me.   

While I was being trained in Biloxi,
Mississippi, I never left the training base
because of the threat that people would
hurt me because of my race. Later in my

life, I would help older folks by driving
them to the polls to make sure they could
vote. I became the pastor of a church in

North Carolina. 

I voted in every election no matter
how hard it was. Even when I could
barely walk, my daughter still drove
me to the polls. I remember when

we weren’t allowed to vote, so it was
very important to me.  

__________ Eugene Waith; Navy Veteran 
__________ Maner Bryant; Army Veteran
__________ Angus Hardy Jamerson; Marine Corps Veteran 
__________ Ernest Christmas; Navy Veteran 
__________ Robert Lee Merriwether; Army Veteran 
__________ William Unis Vinson; Army Veteran 
__________ Johnny Veal; Army Veteran 
__________ Theodore Roosevelt Christmas; Navy Veteran 
__________ Robert Lee Byas, Sr; Army Air Corps Veteran
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