
 

History 1111-03: Pre-Modern World History to 1400 

MWF: 1:25 PM to 2:15: Social Sciences Building 2030 

The Living and the Dead in the Ancient World 

  

Instructor: Dr. Jamie McCandless 

jmccandl@kennesaw.edu (preferred)  

Office: SO 4117 

Office Hours: MW 3PM to 4PM :or by appointment  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

History 1111 satisfies one of Kennesaw State University’s General Education program 

requirements. It addresses the General Education learning outcomes for the Social 

Sciences. This course is a survey of world history from origins to 1500. The course 

examines themes, events, trends, institutions, and ideas with a focus on global 

connections and interactions. For more information about KSU’s General Education 

program requirements and associated learning outcomes, please visit here. If the link is 

not working, please use this address: 

http://catalog.kennesaw.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=24&poid=2668.  
 

Past societies were no less complex than our own and our ability to understand our own society is 

deeply entangled with those past societies. This is true to the extent that how we understand the 

past is largely based on how we try to see our own society. This course is meant to shape your 

ability to participate meaningfully in this conversation between past and present and to help you 

clarify how our society was produced by the efforts of people in others times and other places. As 

historians, we will examine this complex relationship through the methods of comparison, 

understanding the role of context in shaping societies, examining change and continuity, and 

taking a long-term look at specific developments called causality. For this class, we will focus our 

efforts on the theme of the relationship between the living and the dead in the ancient world.  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 

This course has five objectives. At the end of this course you will be able to: 

 

1) identify the major civilizations and historic forces that shaped world history in the period 

from origins to the 14th century CE. Your accomplishment of this objective is generally 

gauged by quizzes and exams. 

  

mailto:jmccandl@kennesaw.edu
http://catalog.kennesaw.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=24&poid=2668
http://catalog.kennesaw.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=24&poid=2668


2) identify a primary source, identify the general meaning of primary source texts, and 

synthesize different primary sources. Your accomplishment of this objective is assessed 

through group work and exams.  

 

3) apply analytical terms and concepts to different developments in world history from 

origins to the 14th century CE. Your accomplishment of this objective is assessed chiefly 

through exams.  

 

4) collaborate in groups to solve problems in historical thinking. Your accomplishment of 

this objective will be assessed through group work.  

 

5) develop learning habits applicable to your future academic career. Your accomplishment 

of this objective will be assessed through reflection papers.  

 

STUDENT SUCCESS 

 

There are four thing you should do to succeed in this course. The first to keep your lines 

of communication open with me. If you are having problems comprehending the 

materials, preparing for quizzes or exams, or having other issues that are making this 

course a challenge, then please let me know. My goal is to help you do your best in this 

class! Second, please keep yourself on track. Plan out your time during the week and set 

aside specific time, about five hours, to go over the readings, take notes, and perform 

other tasks that will prepare you for class and for the assessments. Third, please ask 

questions! Skills like critical thinking and critical reading develop when there is 

stimulation and often I don’t see problems, alternative ideas, or assessments the way that 

you might. Never be afraid to ask questions. Fourth, please take the material seriously. 

The major assessments for this course, the exams, are tough and I ask you to perform 

tasks you may not be prepared to tackle without some practice. Please give yourself time 

to consider what we are doing in the course and how it applies in practice. If you 

participate, engage, prepare, and practice, you will succeed in this course.    

 

REQUIRED READING 

 

Eugene Berger, George L Israel et al. World History: Culture States and Societies to 1500. 

Dahlonega, GA: University of North Georgia Press, 2016. 

The textbook is an open source resource and can be downloaded at: 

https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/history-textbooks/2/ 

 

https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/history-textbooks/2/


Other documents uploaded to the Desire2Learn website and announced in class. Course 

website: https://kennesaw.view.usg.edu/d2l/home/1862910 

PREREQUISITES 

 

You are not required to have taken any other course prior to this class.  

You must have regular access to the Internet in order to access material online through 

the D2L component of the course. Desire2Learn, or D2L, is the learning management 

system where information and assessments for this class are located. You can access this 

site by going to d2l.kennesaw.edu.  

 

ASSESSMENTS 
 

Quizzes: Quizzes are meant as an assessment of how well you comprehend the basic information 

of the course and are aligned with Course Objectives 1 and 2. The quizzes will all be end-of-class 

quizzes that may consist of several questions that have objective answers or perhaps one question 

that asks you to think about the material in a more complex way.  

Short-Response Exercise: Short-Response Exercises (SREs) are exercises meant to help develop 

critical reading and critical thinking skills and are aligned with Course Objectives 2 and 4. These 

exercises can be divided into two types. First, there are primary source exercises that will require 

out-of-class preparation. If you have not performed the preparation, then you will not be allowed 

to participate. The second type are spontaneous short answer questions that you will perform 

wholly in class. We will perform around ten and one chief component for the grade will be 

participation.  

Exams: Exams are summative exercises aligned with Course Objectives 1, 2, and 3. You will 

have access to the possible writing prompts and study guide for the exams one week ahead of the 

exam date. The essays will follow the five-paragraph standard essay format and will ask students 

to apply analysis to the material we have covered in this class. The exams may or may not be 

cumulative, depending on the question you chose to answer. If you fail to turn in a final exam, 

your final grade may be penalized up to a letter grade. 

Reflection Papers: After each exam and before the final, you will respond to a reflection paper on 

their work after the first two exams. These exercises will ask you to consider what is most 

challenging in the class so far and how you might address that challenge. The goal of these papers 

is to improve your ability to self-evaluate, to identify your strengths and weaknesses, and plan to 

address areas that need improvement.   

Attendance: Your attendance is calculated as a grade. Unexcused absences will count against 

your score. Absences will a valid excuse (medical emergency or approved university activity) 

will not count against your score. If you know ahead of time that you must miss a class, please let 

me know beforehand.  
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Scoring:  

Quizzes: 15% 

Short Response Exercises: 25% 

Exams: 50-% 

Reflection Papers: 5% 

Attendance:  5%  

 

 

Letter Grade: 

 

A: 100- 90% 

B: 89-80% 

C: 79-70% 

D: 69-60% 

F: 59-  

 

 

 

EXTRA CREDIT, MAKE-UP EXAMS, EXTENSIONS 

 

Extra credit is available by request and consists of one of four assignments, although you 

may only do one. Arrangements for extra credit must be made before the last week of 

class (before Friday November 27th 2020) and all extra credit must be turned in by the last 

week of class (December 4th 2020). Late work, make-up work, or extensions will only be 

granted in cases of documented emergencies or other absences identified as excused 

absences according to KSU policies as understood by the instructor. Arrangements for 

make-up work must be made within one calendar week of the assignment’s original 

due date or it will no longer be available for make-up. All questions regarding grading or 

scoring must be made before the last day of class.  

 

COURSE POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS 

 

Attendance/Participation 

You are expected to attend the lectures and to participate in class work in a meaningful 

way. You may be considered absent if you were not present for roll call at the beginning 

of class, if you arrive late or leave early without notifying the instructor of the cause 

before class begins, and if you seem unprepared for, or disengaged from, the course. The 

attendance register will be available to you through D2L and you are encouraged to ask 

questions.  

You are wholly responsible for managing your enrollment in the class; non-attendance 

and/or verbal notice do not constitute a withdrawal.  

Electronic devices: Laptops and other electronic devices are not permitted for regular class 

use unless a documented need is approved through the Office of Student Success. 

Persistent violation of this rule (e.g., texting during lectures) may result in penalties or 

expulsion from the class.  

 

Why don't I allow laptops in my courses, when they can offer real benefits to students? 

Please view the following articles and consider proposing a counter argument: 



Fisher, Beth. "Laptop Use in Class: Effects on Learning and Attention," at The Teaching 

Center, accessed from Washington University in St. Louis: 

https://teachingcenter.wustl.edu/2015/08/laptop-use-effects-learning-attention/ accessed 

by Jamie McCandless on December 29th, 2016. 

 

Rees, Rick, "Use of Laptops in the Classroom: Research and Best Practices," at 

Tomorrow's Professor Posting, accessed from Stanford University 

https://tomprof.stanford.edu/posting/1157 by Jamie McCandless on December 29th, 

2016. 

 

Academic honesty: Every KSU student is responsible for upholding the provisions of the 

Student Code of Conduct, as published in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs. 

Section 5. C of the Student Code of Conduct addresses the university’s policy on 

academic honesty, including provisions regarding plagiarism and cheating, unauthorized 

access to university materials, misrepresentation/falsification of university records or 

academic work, malicious removal, retention, or destruction of library materials, 

malicious/intentional misuse of computer facilities and/or services, and misuse of student 

identification cards. Incidents of alleged academic misconduct will be handled through 

the established procedures of the Department of Student Conduct and Academic Integrity 

(SCAI), which includes either an “informal” resolution by a faculty member, resulting in 

a grade adjustment, or a formal hearing procedure, which may subject a student to the 

Code of Conduct’s minimum one semester suspension requirement. See the full KSU 

Codes of Conduct. 

 

E-mail: For legal reasons, the only email you should use in correspondence with the 

instructor is your Kennesaw State University Outlook account or the D2L email. Email 

sent from another address may not receive a response. Please note that an email send 

from D2L will appear in the Outlook account, but you cannot respond to that email in 

Outlook- you must respond to it through D2L. Emails sent from D2L will have the 

address @view.usg.kennesaw.edu. 

 

Special Needs: Students with qualifying disabilities under the Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act who require “reasonable 

accommodation(s)” to complete the course may request those from Department of 

Student Success Services. Students requiring such accommodations are required to work 

with the University’s Department of Student Success Services rather than engaging in 

this discussion with individual faculty members or academic departments. If, after 

reviewing the course syllabus, a student anticipates or should have anticipated a need for 

accommodation, he or she must submit documentation requesting an accommodation and 

permitting time for a determination prior to submitting assignments or taking course 

quizzes or exams. Students may not request retroactive accommodation for needs that 

were or should have been foreseeable. Students should contact the office as soon as 

possible in the term for which they are seeking accommodations. 

For more information, please visit their website, www.kennesaw.edu/sds. 

http://scai.kennesaw.edu/codes.php
http://scai.kennesaw.edu/codes.php


Contact information is as follows: 

Contact information is as follows: 

SDS Email: sds@kennesaw.edu  

Primary number for Kennesaw campus: 470-578-2666  

Primary number for Marietta campus: 678-915-7244  
 

CALENDAR  

 

Important dates:  

Sept 7th: Labor Day: No class 

Oct 7th: Last day to drop the class without academic penalty 

Nov 23rd to Nov 27th: Fall break: No class 

 

Week 1 

 M 8/17: Orientation 

 W 8/19: Chapter 1: Prehistory 

 F 8/23: Chapter 1: Prehistory 

Week 2 

 M 8/24 Chapter 2: Early Civilizations: Mesopotamia   

 W 8/26 Chapter 2: Early Civilizations: Mesopotamia 

 F  8/28 Chapter 2: Early Civilizations: Ancient Israel Quiz 1 Over Chapter 1 due 

Week 3 

 M 8/31 Chapter 2: Ancient Egypt 

 W 9/2 Chapter 2: Ancient Egypt   

F 9/4 SRA 1: “Law Code of Hammurabi” and “The Osirian Cycle.” You will find these 

sources in the folder for Chapter 2 on D2L along with a worksheet. Please bring the 

worksheet to class, as it is your ticket to participate in the discussion.  The worksheet 

must be typed.   

Week 4 

 M 9/7 Chapter 3: The Vedic Age 

 W 9/9 Chapter 3: Buddhism and Hinduism 
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 F 9/11 Chapter 3: The Gupta Empire Quiz 2 Over Chapter 2 due  

Week 5 

M 9/14 SRA 2: “The Vishnu Purana” and “The Aggana Sutta.” Bring the typed responses 

to class. 

 W 9/16 Exam Review 1 : Exam Wrapper 1 due online 

F 9/18  Exam 1 Exam  

 

Week 6 

 M 9/21 Chapter 4: Early China and the Zhou Dynasty 

 W 9/23 Chapter 4: Warring States and Confucianism 

F 9/25 Chapter 4: Qin and Han dynasties Quiz 3 over Chapter 3 due  

 

Week 7 

M 9/28 Chapter 4: Division Sui and Tang dynasties 

W 9/30 Chapter 4: The Song Dynasty 

F 10/2 SRA 3: “Confucian Texts on the Ideal Ruler” and “Legalist Views of Good 

Government.” Bring the typed responses to class.  

Week 8 

 M 10/5 Chapter 5: The Early Greeks 

 W 10/7 Chapter 5: The Persian Wars and Classical Greece Last Day to Withdraw 

F 10/9 Chapter 5: The Peloponnesian War and Hellenistic Age Reflection Paper 1 Due. 

Quiz 4 over Chapter 4 is due 

Week 9 

 M 10/12 Chapter 5: The Culture of the Hellenistic World 

 W 10/14 Chapter 6: The Roman Republic 

F 10/16 SRA 4: “Aristotle: Politics” and “Thucydides: The Funeral Speech of Pericles.” 

Bring the worksheet with your typed responses to class. Quiz 5 over Chapter 5 is due 

Week 10 

 M 10/19: Chapter 6: The Late Roman Republic 

 W 10/21 Chapter 6: The Early Roman Empire 

 F 10/23 Chapter 6: The Early Christian Church  



Week 11 

 M 10/26: Chapter 6: Collapse of the Roman Empire 

 W 10/38: Exam 2 Preparation  

F 10/30: Exam 2 

Week 12 

 M 11/2 Chapter 7: Byzantium  

 W 11/4 Chapter 7: The German Successor States  

F 11/6  Chapter 7: The Zenith of Byzantine Power Exam Wrapper 2 due online. Quiz 6 

over Chapter 6 due. 

Week 13 

 M 11/9: Chapter 8: Early Islam 

 W 11/11: Chapter 8: The Umayyad and Abbasid Caliphates  

F 11/13 SRA 4: “Einhard’s Biography of Charlemagne” Quiz 7 over Chapter 7 is due 

Week 14 

 M 11/16 Chapter 8: Culture of the Abbasid Period 

 W 11/18 Chapter 8: The Crusades  

F 11/20 Chapter 8: Islamic Kingdoms in the Later Medieval Period Quiz 8 over Chapter 

8 is due 

 

Fall Break: 11/23 to 12/27: Fall break, no work is due 

Week 15 

 M 11/30 Chapter 12: High Medieval Europe 1: Politics 

 W 12/1 Chapter 12: High Medieval Europe 2: The Church 

F 12/3 Chapter 12: High Medieval Europe: Black Death and Recovery Quiz 9 over 

Chapter 12 is due 

M 12/6 : Final Exam Prep 

 

Final Exam: M 12/14 1pm to 3pm 

This syllabus is subject to change throughout the semester. Notification on changes that affect 

general calendar dates and grading policies will be given in class or through D2L.  



The Syllabus for History 1111-03 is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 

4.0 International License. 

 

 
 

This license allows you to remix, tweak, and build upon this work, even commercially, as 

long as you credit this original source for the creation and license the new creation under 

identical terms. 

 

If you reuse this content elsewhere, in order to comply with the attribution requirements of 

the license please attribute the original source to the University System of Georgia 

 

 

 


