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Media Accessibility & More Resources
The training you received today is also encompassed in a KSU Training called Accessible Web Essentials [Self-Paced PD]. Be sure to register any time you need a refresher! Now, on to the resources for this session.
Links presented below come from our own university resources and external resources. We also give you quick checklists for creating captions, transcripts, and audio descriptions. Make sure to consult with How to Meet WCAG (Quick Reference) to make sure you’ve captured all the requirements. This resource allows you to filter the WCAG requirements by tags, levels, techniques, and technologies. It’s a VERY important resource for direct information.
Resources for Writing Alt-Text
KSU Resource
Writing Alternative Text 
External Resource
W3C – Images Tutorial 
Alt-Text Decision Tree 
Authoring Meaningful Text 
W3C – Complex Images 
How to Write an Image Description


Resources for Audio & Videos
Breakdown of the differences between subtitles, captions, transcripts, and audio descriptions.
	Options
	Subtitles
	Captions
	Transcripts
	Audio Descriptions

	Definition:
	Translation of spoken language into text

	Text for spoken language + important sounds

	Full text of audio content + important sounds + ID speakers
	Narration of visual elements to enhance understanding of video


	WCAG Requirement:
	Not required to meet WCAG standards

	Required to meet WCAG 2.1, Level AA on prerecorded and live video with audio
	Required to meet WCAG 2.1, Level AA on audio-only content

	Required to meet WCAG 2.1, Level AA on prerecorded videos




	Purpose:
	Language accessibility (translation service)
	For deaf/hard of hearing users




	For deaf/hard of hearing users

	For blind/low vision users


	Example:
	English subtitles on a French language video

	“[laughter] hello!”

	Podcast transcript

	“Three woman appear on the hill”




KSU Resource
Media Accessibility: Captions and More 
Audio Descriptions 
Creating and Editing Machine Captions in Kaltura MediaSpace [Video]
External Resource
Example of effective Audio Description when dialog is present: Web Accessibility Perspectives: Video Captions 
Example of effective Audio Description when video is made up of b-roll footage, music, and no narration: Carolina in the Fall. This video allows a lot more description, whereas the first video included narration and dialog, so the audio description needed to be more succinct.
W3C – Planning Audio and Video Media 
Captioning Key  – created by the Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP) funded by the U.S. Department of Education, provides guidelines for closed captioning in educational materials. While not legally binding, these standards are widely adopted and align with FCC rules, offering more detailed guidance on producing quality captions.
UNC Captions and Transcripts 
YouTube Help: Add Subtitles and Captions 
Checklists
Alt-Text Image Checklist:
· Be accurate, equivalent, & succinct (OBJECT – ACTION – CONTEXT). 
· Avoid redundancy.
· Use “Mark Image as Decorative” for images that have no meaningful content or function.
Captions Checklist:
· Accurate and in-synch with dialogue.
· Proper spelling and punctuation. 
· Include non-speech & other important sounds in brackets especially when they are crucial to understanding the plot, mood, or context. Examples are: [upbeat music], [applause], [silence], [unintelligible], etc. 
· Add speaker labels when necessary: [NARRATOR], [Kat], etc.
· Keep lines short: 32 to 40 characters per line is a good rule.
Transcripts Checklist:
· All dialog with speaker labels.
· Include non-speech & other important sounds in brackets especially when they are crucial to understanding the plot, mood, or context. Examples are: [upbeat music], [applause], [silence], [unintelligible], etc. 
· Provide near audio file via link or on the page directly as HTML. Word documents and plain text files are acceptable. 
Audio Description Checklist:
NOTE: If all important information in the video is already conveyed within the audio, no additional audio description is necessary. 
The DCMP offers this checklist for quality descriptions:
· Accurate - There must be no errors in word selection, pronunciation, diction, or enunciation.
· Prioritized - Content essential to the intended learning and enjoyment outcomes is of primary importance.
· Consistent - Both the description content and the voicing should match the style, tone, and pace of the program.
· Appropriate - Consider the intended audience, be objective, and seek simplicity and succinctness.
· Equal - Equal access requires that the meaning and intention of the program be conveyed.

Contact Us
Please don’t hesitate to contact us at the DLI Service Portal if you have any questions or need assistance on your accessibility journey!
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